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contempt, it is not open to the judiciary to investigate Chapter
the issue, a view in harmony with English doctrine.       __1
It is the practice in the constitutions or the Acts
conferring privileges to assimilate them to those of the
House of Commons for the time being, and no effort is
made to treat the upper chambers to the wider rights
of the Lords. But by the constitutions of Victoria and
South Australia as well as of Canada, the houses were
limited to the then existing privileges of the Commons.
That was altered in 1875 for the Dominion by Imperial
Act, so that the Dominion must now be content with
the measure of privilege claimed by the Commons from
time to time, as it cannot alter an Imperial Act on the
constitution. The States, however, have power freely
to extend their powers even beyond the British model,
nor is it incumbent on the Union, the Commonwealth,
or the provinces to restrict their powers by the model
of the Commons, still less is the Irish Free State con-
cerned with that precedent.
Apart from general legislation, it is possible to deal
by a special Act with any special violation of the honour
of members. This was established in 1922-23 in Quebec
when a publication was made reflecting on the conduct
of two unnamed members of the legislature in connec-
tion with the failure of the police to discover the per-
petrators of a murder. The person responsible, Mr. J. EL
Roberts, was ordered to be imprisoned for a year, and
the courts refused to intervene; nor was he released
until he had given satisfaction to the Assembly. The
Dominion Government, though applied to, refused to
disallow the Act, doubtless because it fell within the
power of the province.
The privileges which are claimed in the Irish Free